March 22, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
I write to draw your attention to the grant submission by the Eastgate Regional Council of
Governments for funding in the FY22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability
and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant Program.
The RAISE grant will be used to enable the Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification
(LIVE) Zone. The LIVE Zone is a strategic transportation initiative to capitalize on Eastern
Ohio’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation to position the area as the
nation’s advanced logistics and vehicle electrification hub.
The LIVE Zone will improve economic equity by addressing the offshoring of manufacturing
jobs in Eastern Ohio. The project will deliver improvements in transportation, safety, and
mobility while mitigating the effects of climate change through adoption of clean energy vehicle
technologies. The project will equip the Northeast Ohio economy with a “Smart Corridor”
equipped with fiber optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices and two
national rail corridors. Funding this project will provide for improvement in general roadway and
traffic signals, enhanced digital communications, and electrical vehicle charging stations.
As Ohio, the country, and the world strive to create a better environment and economy for today
and tomorrow, it is important that we uplift efforts such as the Eastgate Regional Council of
Government’s proposed project. The benefits of this project will support expanding the growth
of sustainable options and creating an equitable economy in the State of Ohio. Please give this
request your full and fair consideration.
Sincerely,

Sherrod Brown
Chairman
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The Honorable Pclc Bulligieg
Secretary. U.S. Deparlmeni ofTransportation
i 200 New Jersey Avenue. SB
Washington. DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg.
The luistgate Regional Council orOovernments is applying for the 2022 USDOT RAISE grant for the
establishment of Ohio's Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Llectriflcation (LIVE) Zone, an exciting
transportation project w hich will further galvanize this region as a national center for advanced logistics
innovation and vehicle electrification. It is with great enthusiasm that I offer my full support for this
transformational project.
riiis project promotes economic equity in Eastern Ohio, an Appalachian region that has long suffered due to
the offshoring of quality manufacturing Jobs, The LIVE Zone will provide signillcant enhancements in
transportation safely, mobility, access, and reliability, while simultaneously, mitigating the effects of climate
change through implementation of clean energy electric vehicle(EV)technologies. This project includes an
automated freight mobility corridor equipped with (Ibcr optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication
devices to facilitate connected 'last-mile' freight service between iw'o key interstate highways (!-80 & 1-76)
and two important national rail corridors(CSX and Norfolk Southern). ElVFii Zone enhancements also
include several intersection enhancements and an advanced trailer transfer yard that features solar powered
1'V charging stations.
I'hc LIVE Zone continues the recent regional focus on advanced logistics and vehicle eleclrincation. from
companies such as Ulliiim Cells EEC, ajoinl venture between LG Energy Solutions and Genera! Motors.
Eisker Inc.. Lordstown Motors Corp.. Foxconn, TJX Homegoods. FedEx, and Macy's.
1 understand the imporlanec of continuing to fight for Ohio's infrastructure needs. The LIVE Zone project
wi l l provide the critical transportation enrichments necessary to provide a safe, equitable, and
environmentally sustainable transportation netw'ork for all users while serving as an important component for
Job creation and economic development throughout Northeast Ohio.
! appreciate your strong consideration for this catalytic transportation project.
Sincerely.

rim Ryan
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April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Please accept this letter of support for the RAISE grant project submitted by the Eastgate Regional
Council of Governments entitled Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone. This
project addresses economic and social equity, innovation, environmental justice, and economic recovery
for Northeast Ohio’s Mahoning Valley, which has long endured economic challenges resulting from the
outsourcing of high paying manufacturing jobs.
The LIVE Zone mitigates climate change impact through implementation of clean energy electric vehicle
(EV) technologies while simultaneously providing improvements in transportation safety, mobility,
access, and reliability. The LIVE Zone includes an automated freight mobility corridor featuring fiber
optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices which will enable connected “last-mile’
freight service.
The LIVE Zone project capitalizes on Eastern Ohio’s location at the intersections of key interstate
highways (I-80 & I-76) and rail lines (CSX and Norfolk Southern) and positions the Mahoning Valley as
a national center for both advanced logistics hub and vehicle electrification. The LIVE Zone is developed
in close alignment with President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative as it seeks to accelerate economic equity
throughout the northern part of Appalachia.
The LIVE Zone will accelerate private investment in advanced logistics and vehicle electrification
manufacturing beyond that made by firms such as Ultium (General Motors and LG Chem), Lordstown
Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
I thank you for consideration of this proposal.
Sincerely,

Sandra O’Brien
State Senator
Ohio 32nd District

Office of Representative Michele Lepore-Hagan
58th Ohio House District
April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
As the state Representative of Ohio's 58th district, and on behalf of the constituents of the 58th state
house district, I write to extend my support project entitled Logistics Innovation and Vehicle
Electrification (LIVE) Zone, an Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s proposal being submitted
to the FY22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary
Grant Program. A funding award will enable the implementation of a strategic transportation initiative
which will capitalize on Eastern Ohio’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation
and will position the Mahoning Valley as a national resource for advanced logistics hub and vehicle
electrification. I strongly believe that this Mahoning Valley RAISE proposal offers an impactful
opportunity for critically-needed infrastructure to the Youngstown area.
I am thankful the team at Eastgate Regional Council of Governments brought this project to my attention,
and is willing to invest their time and resources, and by extension invest in our community. It is
partnerships like this that make a difference. I support and applaud their team’s hard work and the work
of all the local partners coming together for this project.
The LIVE Zone project is closely aligned with President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative and accelerates
economic equity in Eastern Ohio, a region of Appalachian that has faced severe economic challenges for
many years resulting from the offshoring of quality manufacturing jobs. This project features significant
improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability, while mitigating the effects of
climate change through adoption of clean energy electric vehicle (EV) technologies. The LIVE Zone is
centered around an automated freight mobility corridor and includes fiber optic broadband and wireless
vehicle communication devices to enable connected “last-mile’ freight service amongst transit on two
intersecting interstate highways (I-80 & I-76) and two national rail corridors (CSX and Norfolk
Southern).
The LIVE Zone would support and expand recent private local investment in advanced logistics and
vehicle electrification manufacturing by firms such as Ultium (General Motors and LG Chem),
Lordstown Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
I offer you this letter as a testament to my strong support and humble request for consideration. This
project significantly and equitably impacts the Eastern Ohio economy, and supports national priorities of

advanced logistics, clean energy, and vehicle electrification. This effort is of vital importance to the
human health, economic welfare, safety and security of the Mahoning Valley region and our state. I am
pleased to support this funding request on behalf of Ohio’s 58th state house district.
Please do not hesitate to contact my office if I can be of further assistance. Thank you for consideration
of this worthy proposal.
Sincerely,

Representative Michele Lepore-Hagan
Ohio House District 58

134th General Assembly Committee Assignments
Commerce and Labor, Ranking Member
Health
Transportation and Public Safety

Contact Information
77 S. High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Office: (614) 466-9435
Fax: (614) 719-3960
Email: rep58@ohiohouse.gov

State Representative
Michael O’Brien
Ohio’s 64th House District
March 28, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Please accept this letter of support for the RAISE grant project submitted by the Eastgate
Regional Council of Governments entitled Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification
(LIVE) Zone. This project addresses economic and social equity, innovation, environmental
justice, and economic recovery for Northeast Ohio’s Mahoning Valley, which has long endured
economic challenges resulting from the outsourcing of high paying manufacturing jobs.
The LIVE Zone mitigates climate change impact through implementation of clean energy
electric vehicle (EV) technologies while simultaneously providing improvements in
transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability. The LIVE Zone includes an automated
freight mobility corridor featuring fiber optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication
devices which will enable connected “last-mile’ freight service.
The LIVE Zone will accelerate private investment in advanced logistics and vehicle
electrification manufacturing beyond that made by firms such as Ultium (General Motors and
LG Chem), Lordstown Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
As a lifelong resident of the Mahoning Valley, and as State Representative for Ohio’s 64th
House District, I thank you for consideration of this proposal.
Sincerely,

77 Sough High Street, 10th floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215
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March 17, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
I write to express support for the Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE)
Zone, an Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s proposal being submitted to the FY22
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary
Grant Program. A funding award will enable the implementation of a strategic transportation
initiative which will capitalize on Eastern Ohio’s location at the intersection of multiple
modes of transportation and will position the Mahoning Valley as a national resource for
advanced logistics hub and vehicle electrification.
The Ohio Turnpike is a 241-mile toll road, serving as a primary Midwest corridor that runs
through the proposed LIVE Zone. The Turnpike shares common goals with the LIVE Zone
project: we have a high-speed fiber optic corridor that runs the span of the Turnpike, the
longest continuous stretch of three-lane bidirectional highway in Ohio (160 miles), and eight
interchanges with Long-Combination Vehicle lots perfect for staging freight operations. We
are modernizing our Toll Collection System to streamline freight movement, deploying EV
charging stations, developing a solar energy project, and expanding Intelligent
Transportation Systems.
This proposal will drive economic growth through emerging technologies such as EV
technology, additive manufacturing, and information technology. Jobs created and retained
through this proposal will increase economic activity and promote economic growth.
Increased traffic associated with this project is crucial in the redevelopment of Mahoning
Valley and Northeast Ohio.
This project features significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and
reliability, while mitigating the effects of climate change through adoption of clean energy
electric vehicle (EV) technologies. The LIVE Zone is centered around an automated freight
mobility corridor and includes fiber optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication
devices to enable connected “last-mile” freight service amongst transit on two intersecting
interstate highways, which includes a portion of the Turnpike, and two national rail corridors.
The LIVE Zone would support and expand recent private local investment in advanced
logistics and vehicle electrification. Thank you for consideration of this proposal.
Respectfully,
Ferzan M. Ahmed, P.E.
Executive Director, Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission
682 Prospect Street, Berea, Ohio 44017-2799 Phone: (440) 234-2081
www.ohioturnpike.org
Serving the nation – The James W. Shocknessy Ohio Turnpike

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
The Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s proposal to the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) program will establish the Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE)
Zone in Ohio’s Mahoning Valley. I support this advanced transportation project, centered on a strategic location
at the intersection of significant highway and rail traffic, and which will establish the region as a center of
advanced logistics innovation and vehicle electrification.
The Youngstown/Warren Regional Chamber, the third-largest chamber of commerce in Ohio with more than
2,700 members that employ 150,000 workers, supports this proposal. The logistics industry, which has
experienced significant growth in the Mahoning Valley with hundreds of millions of dollars in private sector
investment from companies like HomeGoods and Old Dominion Freight, will benefit from LIVE Zone. Historically,
the Mahoning Valley has secured an average of $76 million in investment and 524 new jobs annually in this sector.
Furthermore, the Electric Vehicle industry, which has erupted locally by securing corporate investment from LG
Chem of South Korea, FoxConn of Taiwan, General Motors, and others, will collectively have over 9 million square
feet (about the total floor space of the Pentagon) of dedicated space for EV and EV supply-chain manufacturing.
These projects will result in $4 billion of direct investment and thousands new jobs. The LIVE Zone will leverage
these figures and accelerate future investment and growth.
This project is cognizant of the need for expanding economic equity throughout Eastern Ohio, a region that has
experienced economic challenges resulting from offshoring of quality manufacturing jobs. The LIVE Zone will
enhance transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability, while simultaneously mitigating the effects of
climate change through implementation of clean energy electric vehicle (EV) technologies, and through support
for clean energy. Included in the LIVE Zone is an automated freight mobility corridor equipped with fiber optic
broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices to facilitate connected “last-mile” freight service among
vehicles on two interstate highways and two national rail corridors (CSX and Norfolk Southern). LIVE Zone
enhancements also include physical infrastructure enhancements, including solar powered EV charging stations.
I would appreciate your consideration of the LIVE Zone project.
Sincerely,

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
I wish to convey my full support for the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s Rebuilding
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) proposal, entitled Logistics
Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone. The LIVE Zone will enable advanced
transportation infrastructure which leverage the geographic advantages of our location at the
intersection of multiple rail lines and highways, and firmly establish the Mahoning Valley, Ohio
among national advanced logistics and vehicle electrification centers.
The LIVE Zone will center around an automated freight mobility corridor, to include fiber optic
broadband and wireless vehicle communication technologies that will enable connected “lastmile’ freight service amongst traffic on two interstate freeways (I-80 & I-76) and two national
rail corridors (CSX and Norfolk Southern). The LIVE Zone project also encompasses enhanced
highway infrastructure and a trailer transfer yard near the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.
The LIVE Zone aligns closely with President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative and will address
economic equity throughout Northeastern Ohio, an Appalachian region that has endured
sustained economic challenges due to offshoring of quality manufacturing jobs. Beyond enabling
clean energy job creation, the LIVE Zone will provide significant improvements in
transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability, while mitigating the effects of climate
change by enabling adoption of clean energy electric vehicle (EV) technologies
In 2021, BRITE helped our companies raise $28.6 million in third party equity investment,
receive nearly $9.6 million in grants, and earn $25.7 million in sales revenue, employing more
than 400 people. On behalf of those member companies and partners across Ohio, we urge you to
fund the LIVE Zone proposal. This investment will greatly assist our companies grow to support
the workforce transitioning from their current blue-collar jobs to the new-collar jobs that are
being created.
The LIVE Zone would further extend state and federal investment in advanced mobility and
vehicle electrification, and private investment by companies such as Ultium (General Motors and
LG Chem), Lordstown Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.

We hope you agree that the LIVE Zone project can be transformational for all of Ohio.
Sincerely,

Rick Stockburger
President and CEO of BRITE Energy Innovators

March 15, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Please accept this letter of support for the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s Rebuilding
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant proposal. Awarded funding will
enable implementation of Northeast Ohio’s Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE)
Zone, providing transportation infrastructure that will capitalize on our geography at the intersection of
multiple modes of rail and highway transportation and establish the region as a premier advanced logistics
and vehicle electrification center.
This project will create an automated freight mobility corridor equipped with fiber optic broadband and
wireless vehicle communication devices to facilitate connected “last-mile’ freight service between two
interstate freeways (I-80 & I-76) and two national rail corridors (CSX and Norfolk Southern). The broad
spectrum of LIVE Zone enhancements also includes enhanced intersections and a transfer yard for trailers
at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange that will include solar powered EV charging stations.
LIVE Zone will advance President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative and address economic equity throughout
Northeastern Ohio, an Appalachian region that has endured sustained economic challenges due to
offshoring of quality manufacturing jobs. In addition to immediate and significant job creation, the LIVE
Zone will provide significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability,
while mitigating the effects of climate change by enabling adoption of clean energy electric vehicle (EV)
technologies.
The Youngstown Business Incubator’s (YBI) mission is to facilitate the creation of high value businesses
through collaborative partnerships that promote innovation. YBI has supported previous initiatives of the
Eastgate Regional Council of Governments, yielding positive results. We are confident the LIVE Zone
will bring similar success and serve as a catalyst for business development throughout the Northeast Ohio
region. This project aligns with YBI’s goals and will increase our portfolio companies rates of success
via making the region more attractive to out of state businesses and investors.
The LIVE Zone would build upon recent prior investment in advanced mobility and vehicle
electrification, and the private investment by companies such as Ultium (General Motors and LG Chem),
Lordstown Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
Thank you for your consideration and support for this LIVE Zone project.
Sincerely,

Barb Ewing, Chief Executive Officer

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
The Ray is delighted to provide support for the Eastgate Regional Council of
Government’s application for funding in the FY22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant Program. Funding will be
used for the Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone, a strategic
infrastructure initiative to capitalize on a location at the intersection of multiple
modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification to position Ohio’s Mahoning
Valley as the premier regional warehousing and distribution hub.
Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the
Mahoning Valley and Lordstown areas that were sharply impacted by economic
downturns. The LIVE Zone will deliver significant improvements in transportation
safety, mobility, access, and reliability, while mitigating the effects of climate change
through the adoption of clean energy electric vehicle (EV) technologies. Improvements
will include a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange
that integrates solar powered EV charging stations, and a “Smart Corridor” equipped
with fiber optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices to facilitate
connected/automated “last-mile’ freight service.
The Ray is a nonprofit foundation that facilitates, with partners in the federal and
state government and the private sector, opportunities to demonstrate and socialize
transportation technologies and innovations in an operational environment. Through a
chartered relationship with the Federal Highway Administration and the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT), we explore the potential for safer and more
efficient transportation infrastructure and execute projects on an 18-mile stretch of
Interstate 85 that extends from the Georgia-Alabama state line to Exit 18 in LaGrange,
Georgia.
The Ray is a committed partner to Eastgate and will provide consultation and guidance
as an extension of our established collaboration with Ohio Turnpike & Infrastructure
Commission on their Solar Development Project. Renewable energy development at
the LIVE Zone has the potential to help the State of Ohio reduce their energy costs,
reduce their land maintenance costs, increase resilience and local energy security,
create new revenue streams, and meet broader renewable energy and

greenhouse gas emission targets. These benefits of solar energy will also align with the
federal administration’s emphasis on mitigating climate change.
I urge you to give the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s grant application
your fullest consideration and support as the LIVE Zone presents a catalytic
opportunity to bring federal investment in the Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s
ongoing economic recovery.
Thank you for this opportunity to express our enthusiastic endorsement of the
LIVE Zone.
Respectfully,

Allie Kelly
Executive Director

March 18, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Please accept this letter of support for the RAISE grant project submitted by the Eastgate Regional Council
of Governments entitled Logistics Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone. This project
addresses economic and social equity, innovation, environmental justice, and economic recovery for
Northeast Ohio’s Mahoning Valley, which has long endured economic challenges resulting from the
outsourcing of high paying manufacturing jobs.
The LIVE Zone mitigates climate change impact through implementation of clean energy electric vehicle
(EV) technologies while simultaneously providing improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access,
and reliability. The LIVE Zone includes an automated freight mobility corridor featuring fiber optic
broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices which will enable connected “last-mile’ freight
service.
The LIVE Zone project capitalizes on Eastern Ohio’s location at the intersections of key interstate
highways (I-80 & I-76) and rail lines (CSX and Norfolk Southern) and positions the Mahoning Valley as a
national center for both advanced logistics hub and vehicle electrification. The LIVE Zone is developed in
close alignment with President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative as it seeks to accelerate economic equity
throughout the northern part of Appalachia.
Driven by NCDMM, America Makes is the first Department of Defense manufacturing innovation institute
whose mission is to accelerate maturation of AM technology. Structured as a public-private partnership
with member organizations from industry, academia, government, non-government agencies, standards
development organizations, and workforce and economic development resources, the institute convenes,
coordinates, and catalyzes strategic efforts which seek to mainstream AM technology and increase our
nation’s global manufacturing competitiveness.
America Makes is highly invested in the success of the manufacturing sector in Northeast Ohio. The LIVE
Zone will build upon Northeast Ohio’s unique competitive advantages while addressing gaps in the
manufacturing ecosystem and pave the way for a sustainable and equitable future. We are confident that the
project will help communities across the region become a national leader in logistics and electrification.
The LIVE Zone will accelerate private investment in advanced logistics and vehicle electrification
manufacturing beyond that made by firms such as Ultium (General Motors and LG Chem), Lordstown
Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
I thank you for consideration of this proposal.
Sincerely,

John Wilczynski
Executive Director
America Makes

236 West Boardman Street • Youngstown, Ohio 44503 • 330-622-4299 • AmericaMakes.us

April 1, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Greetings from Lordstown Motors Corp in Lordstown, Ohio. I’m writing to offer my full support
for the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s Rebuilding American Infrastructure with
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) proposal for the establishment of Ohio’s Logistics
Innovation and Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone.
Lordstown Motors is an all-electric OEM focusing on developing green technologies for the
commercial vehicle industry. Our first vehicle, the Lordstown Endurance™, is scheduled to
begin production in the third quarter of 2022. We believe that the LIVE Zone will benefit
Lordstown Motors and the companies in the area by creating a logistics hub right in our
community.
This project also is intended to promote economic equity in Eastern Ohio, an Appalachian
region, and to provide significant enhancements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and
reliability, while simultaneously, mitigating the effects of climate change through
implementation of clean energy electric vehicle (EV) technologies.
As the former mayor of a Midwestern city, you can appreciate the LIVE Zone’s effort to utilize
green technologies to transform a region negatively impacted by significant business and plant
closures. The LIVE Zone could continue the recent regional focus on advanced logistics and
vehicle electrification, as the region seeks to be transformed into an electric vehicle epicenter.
Your support for this grant application is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Chris Kerzich
Vice President, Government Affairs

Lordstown Motors Corp. – 2300 Hallock Young Road, Lordstown OH 44481

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Please accept this letter of support for the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant proposal.
Awarded funding will enable implementation of Northeast Ohio’s Logistics Innovation and
Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone, providing transportation infrastructure that will capitalize
on our geography at the intersection of multiple modes of rail and highway transportation and
establish the region as a premier advanced logistics and vehicle electrification center.
This project will create an automated freight mobility corridor equipped with fiber optic
broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices to facilitate connected “last-mile’ freight
service between two interstate freeways (I-80 & I-76) and two national rail corridors (CSX and
Norfolk Southern). The broad spectrum of LIVE Zone enhancements also includes enhanced
intersections and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange that will
include solar powered EV charging stations.
The Anderson DuBose Company has been operating in Lordstown since 2012 as a distribution
hub for hundreds of McDonald’s and Chipotle restaurants in four states. Currently we manage
approximately 80 truckloads daily both inbound and outbound in addition to inbound rail
shipments of product. The RAISE grant is absolutely tailored to improving logistics, and
logistics efficiency is the lifeblood of our business.
The LIVE Zone would build upon recent prior investment in advanced mobility and vehicle
electrification, and the private investment by companies such as Ultium (General Motors and LG
Thank you for your consideration and support for this LIVE Zone project.
Sincerely,

Warren Anderson
President and CEO

5300 Tod Avenue SW 

Lordstown, Ohio 44481
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April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
Please accept this letter of support for the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant proposal.
Awarded funding will enable implementation of Northeast Ohio’s Logistics Innovation and
Vehicle Electrification (LIVE) Zone, providing transportation infrastructure that will capitalize
on our geography at the intersection of multiple modes of rail and highway transportation and
establish the region as a premier advanced logistics and vehicle electrification center.
This project will create an automated freight mobility corridor equipped with fiber optic
broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices to facilitate connected “last-mile’ freight
service between two interstate freeways (I-80 & I-76) and two national rail corridors (CSX and
Norfolk Southern). The broad spectrum of LIVE Zone enhancements also includes enhanced
intersections and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange that will
include solar powered EV charging stations.
LIVE Zone will advance President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative and address economic equity
throughout Northeastern Ohio, an Appalachian region that has endured sustained economic
challenges due to offshoring of quality manufacturing jobs. In addition to immediate and
significant job creation, the LIVE Zone will provide significant improvements in transportation
safety, mobility, access, and reliability, while mitigating the effects of climate change by
enabling adoption of clean energy electric vehicle (EV) technologies
As a representative of the largest commercial real estate agency in Trumbull and Mahoning
Counties, I can personally attest to the importance of this project. Recently, corporate interest in
property throughout the LIVE Zone area has been high, and the enhancements proposed in this
project will bring additional interest from developers to this economically challenged region of
Appalachia. This proposal creates significant transportation efficiencies for prospective clients.
The LIVE Zone would build upon recent prior investment in advanced mobility and vehicle
electrification, and the private investment by companies such as Ultium (General Motors and LG
Chem), Lordstown Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
Thank you for your consideration and support for this LIVE Zone project.
Sincerely,
Dan Crouse
Agent, Platz Realty Group

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
I offer my full support for the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s application for
funding in the FY22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE)
Discretionary Grant Program. Funding will be used for the Logistics Innovation and Vehicle
Electrification (LIVE) Zone, a strategic infrastructure initiative which will capitalize on Eastern
Ohio’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation to position the region as
the nation’s premier advanced logistics hub and vehicle electrification center.
The LIVE Zone will promote and encourage the growth and creation of Valley businesses. This
will increase Valley Partners’ ability to provide access to capital to help create or retain hundreds
of jobs in the area over the next two years.
Investing in this project will advance President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative and ensure equitable
investment in Eastern Ohio, an Appalachian region that has suffered economically from the
offshoring of quality manufacturing jobs. In addition to quality job creation, the LIVE Zone will
deliver significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability, while
mitigating the effects of climate change through adoption of clean energy electric vehicle (EV)
technologies. This project will create an automated freight mobility corridor equipped with fiber
optic broadband and wireless vehicle communication devices to facilitate connected “last-mile’
freight service between two interstate freeways (I-80 & I-76) and two national rail corridors
(CSX and Norfolk Southern). The broad spectrum of LIVE Zone enhancements also includes
enhanced intersections and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown
interchange that will include solar powered EV charging stations.
The LIVE Zone would build upon recent prior investment in advanced mobility and vehicle
electrification, and the private investment by companies such as Ultium (General Motors and LG
Chem), Lordstown Motors Corporation, Foxconn, TJX Homegoods, FedEx, and Macy’s.
I would appreciate your full consideration and support for this grant application, as this project
will significantly and equitably impact the Eastern Ohio economy and is focused on the growing
national priorities of advanced logistics, clean energy, and vehicle electrification.
Sincerely,
Teresa Miller
Executive Director
Valley Partners

